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The contours of the river bed as they look today under the Forth Crossing point are shown
by this latest digital image from British Geological Survey. Obviously, this would be aviral
factor in the design ofanyfuture crossing. '

N o nr rr Qu r, rN s r r RRv H n, nr ::ec E TRu s r is a charity dedicated to preserving and
promoting the history and beauty of North Qeensferry and the immediate surroundings.
It also aims to encourage, preserye, develop and improve features ofhistoric, architectural or
environmental value. The Tiust is a member of the Scottish Civic Tiust and rhe Scottish Wild-
Iife tust' For more information and membership details, visit our website-www.nqht.org

coprr, FACE To FACE lrrrH oNE oF ouR HUGE sHARKs arDeepsea\7orld,
Scotlandt Shark Capital! Embark upon a fascinating journey of rhe underwater world and
get a divert eye view of the creatures of the deep through the UK's longest underwater
tunnel.'Watch our divers hand feed a spectacular array of sea life. Touch the live exhibits in
the large rock pools. Visit the stunning Am azonianExperience with ferocious piranhas and.

the Amazing Amphibians display featuring the \Torldt most poisonous frog.

A great day out, whatever the wearher! www.deepseaworld.com

A CD with audio commentary and pictures has been produced for tlis exhibition. This
describes the fascinatingstoryleadingup to one of Scodandt geatest engineeringachievemenrs.
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A KEY TURNING PoINT IN THE
ISTORY OF ENGINEERING DESIGN



I 
"r..t 

i :I"f li t, ..lr_

story, coverirg over 200 years of Scottish enterprise through the minds of
enginee rs planning ro consrrllcr a crossing, ovcr or u,cler the rivcr Fortl-r, is
prescnted by Nordr Qgee.sferry Heritage rf'ust ar Dccp Sca \7orlcr. Thi.s is

'-' 'Lsupportecl by Network Rail, British Geological Survey ancl the Forrh Briclges
visitor centre. A cenrrepiece of dre exrribition is :r. copy of the 14ft long drawing, for the
consrr,crion of a suspension rail bridge, which was presenred to the Board of Thade in
London on the 4th January 1879 by Sir Thomas Bouch. It clearly shows in detail the type of
bridge there would have been had fate nor inrervened. In addition, it also shows some detail
on the layout of Norrh egeensferry in 1g79.

A copy of an or:iginal painting shorvs

how the suspension bridge would have
looked, togethcr with a photograpl-r
of thc prcsent view from che same

perspcctive.

Preliminary consrrucrion had alreacly
begun in 1878, when the rveli docu-
mented Thy Bridge disaster occurred
on tlre 28th December 7879. Conse_

quenrl1,, all worl< ceased, new engi-

neers were appoir-rted, and in I Bg3 dre

built ir-r 1 8 12, with irs harbour light. The Railway pier built
inl\77, rva.s possibly designed by Bouch. This allowe d local
rail passengcrs ro cro.ss by ferry to porr Eclgar to conrinu€
the ir journey. The original 'Bouch, pier ar Inchgarvie, built
in 1878, is also visible .

A copy of the overlay drawing of both bridges, by engineer
in chief, John Fowler, and produced in t ggz, is shown in
clear derail for rhc firsr time.

History has showr-r thar evenrs and the elements jrave

playe d a decisive role in the evenrual ourcome of any cr.oss_
ing. Conclusions can be drawn on u,herher t]re 

.Bouch

suspension bridge' could have stood the test of rime. Let us
hope tl-rat an echo from tl-re pirst
will nor haunr fururc dr.cision
make rs.

The evenrs of 1879 were indeecl
a key turningpoir-rt ir-r the hi.s-

tory of engir-recring design.

Folft ntJrgx,{gr4

born, with the laying ora foundarion srone i' both -HiX ri::,, #*;e 
todar wa'

other pl"rotographs i,clude North egeensferry toclay, shorving the original rbw, picr,


