
LIMEKILNS,  

CHARLESTOWN  

AND  

PATTIESMUIR  

 

WAR  

MEMORIAL 

 

1914-1918  

1939-1945 

1 



2 



5 



4 



 

3 



6 

NOTES ON THE WAR MEMORIAL, LIMEKILNS AND CHARLESTOWN 

33 names are carved  into the stone which, according to the Imperial War Museum’s War Memorials Archive, 
came from Cullaloe, near Dalgety Bay.   

The memorial was designed by Col.  the Hon. David Bruce,  ( 1888‐1964., uncle of the  then Earl of Elgin), and 
made by Messrs. James Stewart & Sons of Dunfermline.   The memorial was unveiled by the Earl of Elgin on 13 
November 1921. 

Definition of a war memorial 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission  consider a war memorial  to be any  tangible object which has 
been  erected or dedicated  to  commemorate  those  killed  as  a  result of war,  conflict or peacekeeping; who 
served in war or conflict; or who died while engaged in military service. 

This  includes memorials to civilians and animals.  It also  includes memorials to those who died  in service as a 
result of accident or disease.  It does not  include gravestones which are  situated on  the  site of burial of  the 
casualty, but  it does  include additions  to gravestones which commemorate a casualty buried elsewhere. The 
CWGC also record peace and thanksgiving memorials. 

To be erected or dedicated  there must be, or have been, some clear statement, such as the wording on the 
memorial, in a printed document, in a newspaper announcement or similar, that defines the commemorative 
purpose of the feature and reports  its erection.             A formal unveiling ceremony need not have taken place, 
although these are very common. 

Conflict includes civil wars, rebellion and acts of terrorism whether or not war was formally declared. 

Military service refers to all the armed forces. The commemoration can refer to service during war or conflict 
or service during peacetime. Commemorations of those who died  in service as a result of accident or disease 
are included, as are commemorations of those who died after the end of the conflict as a result of wounds or 
of the affects of war. The commemoration can refer to the death, war service, or return home of those who 
served. 

Civilians whose death occurred as a consequence of war or conflict are included.   This includes those who died 
as a result of enemy action or in a war related accident, eg: from an air raid or an explosion in a munitions fac‐
tory. Civilians who served in wartime non‐combatant services are included, e.g. Merchant Marine Service, Red 
Cross, Home Guard, Air Raid Wardens, Fire Watchers and similar groups involved with a war effort. 

Commemorations of animals which were killed, or gave assistance or companionship, in war or conflict are in‐
cluded. 

A casualty therefore includes military personnel, refugees, civilians and animals. 
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1914 – 1918   

NORTH FACE NAMES 

PTE. ALBT. J.H. WILLIAMS   R.S. 

ALBERT JOHN HORSLEY WILLIAMS, 13tg /Battalion, Royal Scots 

Age:    28 

Birth town:  

Nationality:    British 

Resided Town/County: Edinburgh  

Date of death:  23 April 1917   Killed in Action  

Parents:     Frederick J. Hartley and Lucy Horsley Williams, of 136 Lewisham Road,   

                      London 

Rank:    Private 

Service number:     40093 

Place of death:   not given:  says Duty Location was France and Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 
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1914 – 1918   

NORTH FACE NAMES 

L-CPL. WM. SKINNER     NORTHD. FUS. 

William Hugh Skinner, 1st Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers 

Age:    36 

Birth town:   Dunfermline, Fifeshire 

Resided Town/ County: Dunns, Berwickshire (sic) 

Nationality:    British 

Date of death:   19 December 1917 

Parents:     Andrew and Jessie Skinner, of Halkettshall, Limekilns, Fifeshire 

Rank:    Lance Corporal 

Service number:  232209 

Place of death:   not given 

Commemorated:   Britain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 



19 

1914 – 1918   

NORTH FACE NAMES 

GNR.  THOS. McLAREN    R.F.A. 

Thomas McLaren, ‘D’ Battery 236th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 

Age:    30 

Birth town:   Limekilns, Fife 

Nationality:    British 

Resided Town/County: Inverness  

Date of death:   15 July 1917 – Died of Wounds 

Parents:     David McLaren, of Halkettshall, Limekilns, Dunfermline 

Rank:    Gunner 

Service number:  951468 

Place of death:   says Duty Location, France and Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 
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1914-1918 

NORTH FACE NAMES 

DVR.  WM. KNOX     … 

William Knox, 24th Division Ammunition Col, Royal Field Artillery 

Age:    23 

Birth town:   Barry Dock, Glamorgan 

Nationality:   

Resided Town/County: Dunfermline 

Date of death:   22 April, 1917   Killed in Action 

Parents:     John and Catherine Knox, of Main Street, Limekilns, Dunfermline – Native 

    of Sea Houses, Northumberland  

Rank:    Driver 

Service number:  387 

Place of death:   lists Duty Location as France and Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 
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22 



23 

1914-1918 

NORTH FACE NAMES 

A.B.  JN.  McG. GARSCADDEN   R.N.   NO RECORDS FOUND 

Age:  

Birth town:  

Nationality:   

Resided County:  

Date of death:  

Parents:   

Rank:  

Service number:  

Place of death:  

Commemorated:  

 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 1  
Garscadden, John McG.  4 
Garscadden, John McG. 

From Bill Ewing table:‐ George McG   ‐ Carscadden; A.B.; Buried  in Rosyth Churchyard; 24; 
RN.This does not fit with first name John on War Memorial 

There  is one  John McGlashan Carscadden on Scotlandspeople, who died  in 1918, of  the 
right age one would expect for an AB Seaman, however the person concerned from Merry‐
hill was a Farm Servant and died from TB from which he had suffered for 2 years. Not in the 
Navy. 

There are no Garscaddens or Carscaddens listed for Rosyth Churchyard. 

There is no Naval person listed as Garscadden/Carscadden on CWGC. 
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1914 – 1918   

NORTH FACE NAMES 

PTE.  JAS. R. BELL     CAM.H. 

Private James R. Bell, 6th Battalion, Cameron Highlanders 

Age:    

Birth town:   Selkirk, Selkirkshire 

Nationality:    British 

Resided Town/County: Limekilns, Fifeshire 

Date of death:   11 April 1917  -  Killed in Action 

Parents:     not given 

Rank:    Private 

Service number:  S/24972 

Place of death:   says Duty Location was France and Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 
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1914 – 1918   

NORTH FACE NAMES 

PTE.  JOHN  REID         . . 

Private John Reid, 5th Battalion, Cameron Highlanders 

Age:    23 

Birth town:   Dunfermline, Fifeshire  

Nationality:    British 

Resided Town/County: Dunfermline, Fifeshire 

Date of death:   23 September 1917  -  Killed in Action 

Parents:     William and Margaret Reid, of Red Row, Limekilns, Dunfermline 

Rank:    Private 

Service number:  S/29809  

Place of death:   says Duty Location was France and Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 

Name:     John Reid 
Age:  6 
Estimated Birth Year:  abt 1895 
Relationship:    Son (Child) 
Father's name:   William Reid 
Mother's name:   Maggie M Reid 
Gender:    Male 
Where born:    Limekilns, fifeshire 
Registration Number:  424 
Registration district:   Dunfermline 
Civil Parish:    Dunfermline 
County:    Fife 
Address:    Red Row 
Occupation:    Scholar 
ED:     29 
Household schedule number: 54 
LINE:     14 
Roll:     CSSCT1901_136 
Household Members:   
Name     Age 
William Reid    37 
Maggie M Reid   35 
David Reid     8 
John Reid     6 
Alice W Reid     1 Mo 

 

Source Citation 
 

Parish: Dunfermline; ED: 29; Page: 8; Line: 14; Roll: 
CSSCT1901_136 
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1914 – 1918   

NORTH FACE NAMES 

 
PTE. GEO. BIRRELL     N. HANTS REG. 

Found a G. Birrell of Northamptonshire Regiment, not N. Hants Reg. 

Age:  

Birth town:  

Nationality:   

Resided County:  

Date of death:  

Parents:   

Rank:  

Service number:  

Place of death:  

Commemorated:  
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Subject: [CUMB] Penrith POW 1918 Percy Scott  
Date: Sat, 2 Feb 2008 19:26:51 -0000  
Cumberland and Westmorland Herald 
Nov 30th 1918 
One of the first repatriated prisoners from Penrith to reach home is Pte Percy 
Scott, oldest son of Mr and Mrs William Scott, Ingleside, Penrith, who arrived 
home on Tuesday night and 
recieved a warm welcome from his family and friends. 
Private Scott joined the Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry in 1914 when only 
16 years of age and acted as regimental bugler, later passing into the band 
while stationed at Cupar. 
On reaching military age he passed into the Border Regiment and was sent to 
France. He was taken prisoner on 27th May this year ( 1918 ), at the time he 
was doing R.A.M.C work. 
He was captured while helping a wounded Corporal whom he refused to leave. 
 
Private Scott is a modest and unassuming young man and not given to exaggera-
tion and his story of how the Germans treated their prisoners has thus a added 
value. Private Scott was captured by a German machine gun squad while helping 
his patient through the French village of Rucy? in the Soissons district and 
was at once stripped of his watch, Knife, haversack and dressing case. He was 
then marched to a recieving cage behind the enemy lines, he and other prisoners 
were kept there a week and were compelled to assist in putting down a light 
railway. 
 
These prisoners behind the lines were the worst treated for they were beyond 
the kindly reaches of the prisoner of war committees; they were disgracfully 
fed and had to work under the constant risks of our own artillery fire. As soon 
as the rails were laid the British guns blew them to smithereens and the work 
had all to be begun again. During the week that Pte Scott was there he recieved 
one meal of flour and water on his first day, and this had to be drunk out of 
his steel helmet for the next two days he got nothing but the next day the 
flour and water ration was repeated. 
 
After the week had elapsed Pte Scott was sent to Lappion to work in a German 
hospital as a stretcher bearer, the hospital was a church and the wounded - 
German, French and British were 
brought there in trucks. The doctors there were fairly decent but they were 
handicapped by the lack of surgical appliances, anaesthetics and bandages, 
these latter and the towels were 
made of paper and when saturated were of little use. After a week there he was 
moved on to Hirson,. . . .  

on the morning of the armestice, the 70 British and 80 French prisoners were 
marched to Friedrichsfeld, 35 kilometers by road, thence to Wesel, where they 
entrained for Zevenaar in Holland, had a triumphal march through Rotterdamand 
so home to " Blighty ". 
 
http://keswick.ww1.googlepages.com/keswickatwar  
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1914 – 1918   

NORTH FACE NAMES 

PTE. ALEX. CRAWFORD    R.H. 

Age:     19 

Birth town:    Charlestown 

Nationality:    British  

Resided County:   Fife 

Date of death:    25 September 1916 

Parents:      Mr and Mrs David Crawford, West End, Charlestown 

Rank:     Private 

Service number:   S/14469 

33 

1901 Census 

Name:    Alexander Crawford 

Age:      3 

Estimated Birth Year:  abt 1898 

Relationship:   Son (Child) 

Father's name:   David Crawford 

Mother's name:   Jane Crawford 

Gender:    Male 

Where born:    Dunfermline, fifeshire 

Registration Number:  424 

Registration district:  Dunfermline 

Civil Parish:    Dunfermline 

County:    Fife 

Address:    Double Row 

ED:     28 

Household schedule number: 112 

LINE:     12 

Roll:     CSSCT1901_136 

Household Members:   

 

 

 

 

 

Name     Age 

David Crawford   48 

Jane Crawford   43 

David Crawford   19 

William Crawford   17 

Robert Crawford   15 

Agnes Crawford   13 

James Crawford   12 

Janet Crawford   10 

John Crawford    8 

Kate Crawford    7 

Maggie Crawford    4 

Alexander Crawford   3 

Jane Crawford    2 

 

Source Citation 

Parish: Dunfermline; ED: 28; Page: 28; 
Line: 12; Roll: CSSCT1901_136  - 
WHERE FROM??? 
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Place of death:    Battle of the Somme 

Commemorated:   Thiepval Memorial 

 

1914 – 1918   

WEST FACE NAMES 

 

PTE.   DAVID  EWAN    R.H. 

Private David Ewan, 4th/5th Battalion, Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) 

Age:  

Birth town:   SNWM - Cowdenbeath 

Nationality:    British 

Resided County:  

Date of death:   27 September 1917 

Parents:   

Rank:    Private 

Service number:  202300  

Place of death:   SNWM lists F. & F  (France and Flanders?) 

Commemorated:   Belgium 
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1914 – 1918   

WEST FACE NAMES 

 

PTE.  HARRY FERGUSON   R.H. 

Private Harry E. Ferguson, 8th Battalion, Black Watch (Royal Highlanders) 

Age:    22 

Birth town:   SNWM records Place of Birth as Charlestown, Fife 

Nationality:    British 

Resided County:  

Date of death:   27 March 1918 

Parents:     Mary Ferguson, of South Row, Charlestown, Dunfermline, and the late  

    Robert Ferguson 

Rank:    Private 

Service number:  292177  

Place of death:   SNWM records state Theatre of Death: F. & F. (France and Flanders?) 

Commemorated:   Britain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

39 



40 

1901 Census 
 
Name:    Harry Ferguson 
Age:      5 
Estimated Birth Year:  abt 1896 
Relationship:   Son (Child) 
Father's name:   Robert Ferguson 
Mother's name:   Mary Ferguson 
Gender:    Male 
Where born:    Dunfermline, fifeshire 
Registration Number:  424 
Registration district:  Dunfermline 
Civil Parish:    Dunfermline 
County:    Fife 
Address:    South Row 
Occupation:    Scholar 
ED:     28 
Household schedule number:  136 
LINE:     2 
Roll:    CSSCT1901_136 

 
Household Members:   
Name     Age 
Robert Ferguson   37 
Mary Ferguson   37 
John Ferguson    8 
Harry Ferguson    5 
Lizzie Ferguson    3 
Barbara Ferguson    6 Mo 
 
Source Citation 
 
Parish: Dunfermline; ED: 28; Page: 34; Line: 2; Roll: 
CSSCT1901_136 



41 

 

 

 
1914 – 1918   

WEST FACE NAMES 

 
PTE  GEO. RITCHIE    R.H. 

Found a Private George Ritchie, 1st Battalion, Black Watch (Royal Highlanders)   CHECK 

Age:   34 

Birth town:  

Nationality:   

Resided County:  

Date of death:  25 September 1915 

Parents:   Parents: George and Helen Ritchie, of 64, Carnie St., Arbroath, Forfarshire;  

   husband of Mary Anna Ritchie, of 91, St. Leonard St., Belfast. 

Rank:  

Service number: S/8351 

Place of death:  

Commemorated:  
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..  JAS. WILSON    GORDON. H.  

Found a Private James Wilson, 1st Battalion, Gordon Highlanders but few details 

Age:  

Birth town:   SNWM  -  St Giles, Edinburgh 

Nationality:     British 

Resided County:  

Date of death:    26 August, 1914 

Parents:   

Rank:     Private 

Service number:   10652 

Place of death:    SNWM states:  Theatre of Death: F. & F. (France &  

     Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1914 – 1918   

WEST FACE 

NAMES 
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Wilson J  Revision Information 

 

Date Initials Summary of update 

27/04/2015 RDW Added in all certs and write up for James Fargie Wilson. All seems to tie 
up ok. 

We do have another James Wilson , (as extracted from Dunf High School 
RoH) from Charlestown d1919 after gassing 1918 - must fit in somewhere 
else 

 

Date Initials Summary of update 

27/04/2015 RDW Added in all certs and write up for James Fargie Wilson. All seems to tie 
up ok. 

We do have another James Wilson , (as extracted from Dunf High School 
RoH) from Charlestown d1919 after gassing 1918 - must fit in somewhere 
else 

 

Family Background 

James Fargie Wilson, son to Robert Wilson (Iron Moulder) and Esther Sutherland Fargie, was born on 19 - 6 - 1894 at Charles-
town. His birth registration shows his parents married at Leith on 11 - 3 - 1892. 

Census 1901 shows the family still living at South Row Charlestown, and James has an older brother William born 1893 at 
Charlestown, and a younger sister Euphemia, also born at Charlestown, who was only 8 months old at the time. The Census 
shows that mother Esther was born at Leith, which would explain why they married there. 

At the time of Census 1911 the whole family is still at South Row. Eldest son William (18) is a Railway Labourer at Rosyth 
Naval Base; James is a Tenter in a linen factory; Euphemia (10) and another younger sister Elizabeth (5) are listed as scholars. 

Census 1911 also shows that Robert and Esther had had 5 children, but only 4 were surviving. 

One minor anomaly between Census 1901 and Census 1911 is that Robert Wilson states his place of birth as Dunfermline and 
in the latter census as Charlestown. 

The valuation roll for 1915 shows that Robert Wilson is still resident at South Row. 

45 

Service Information  Unlikely to get any additional service records as probably lost 

PTE JAs. WILSON GORDON H.; 
WILSON, JAMES FARGIE 
Rank:      Private 
Service No:      235498 
Date of Death:     26/10/1917 - Battle of Passchendale 
Age:   23 
Regiment/Service:     Gordon Highlanders    2nd Bn.  
Panel Reference:     Panel 135 to 136. 
Memorial:      TYNE COT MEMORIAL 

Additional Information: 
    Son of Robert and Esther Wilson, of South Row, Charlestown, Dunfermline. 

Need a wee write up if we can find something worth writing - A bit about Gordon Highlanders? 

No Soldier's Will showing for James Fargie Wilson. 



46 



47 

   

 
1914 – 1918   

WEST FACE NAMES 

 

PTE.  JOSEPH KAY    A. & S.H. 

Age:    36 

Birth town:  

Nationality:    British 

Resided County:  

Date of death:   22 August, 1917 

Parents:   

Rank:    Private 

Service number:  S/18816 

Place of death:   SNWM states:  Theatre of Death:  F. & F. (France and Flanders?) 

Commemorated:   Belgium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PTE JOSEPH KAY A.& S.H.; 
 

Rank:      Private 
 

Service No:      S/18816 
 

Date of Death:     22/08/1917 - Killed at the Third Battle of Ypres 
 

Age:       36 
 

Regiment/Service:     Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders    11th Bn. 
Panel Reference:     Addenda Panel 
 

Memorial:      TYNE COT MEMORIAL 
 

Additional Information: 
Joseph Kay 
 in the UK, Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
Name:   Joseph Kay 
Gender:   Male 
Death Date:  22 Aug 1917 
Death Place:  France 
Rank:   Private 
Regiment:   Princess Louise's (Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders) 
Regimental Number:  18816 
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1914 – 1918   

WEST FACE NAMES 

 

 
PTE  GEO. KEAN    H.L.I. 

 

Private George Kean, 19th Battalion, Highland Light Infantry 

Age:    23 

Birth town:  

Nationality:    British 

Resided County:  

Date of death:   18 November 1916 

Parents:     John and Janet Kean, of Sandilands, Limekilns, Fifeshire 

Rank:    Private 

Service number:  43060  

Place of death:   SNWM states:  Theatre of Death: F; & F. (France and Flanders?) 

Commemorated:  Britain 
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1901 Census 
Name:     George Kean 
Age:      6 
Estimated Birth Year:  abt 1895 
Relationship:    Son (Child) 
Father's name:   John Kean 
Mother's name:   Janet Kean 
Gender:    Male 
Where born:    Dunfermline, fifeshire 
Registration Number:  455 
Registration district:   Saline 
Civil Parish:    Saline 
County:    Fife 
Address:    Blossom Cottage 
Occupation:    Scholar 
ED:      1 
Household schedule number:16 

LINE:     9 
Roll:     CSSCT1901_146 
 
Household Members:   
Name     Age 
John Kean    35 
Janet Kean    37 
George Kean      6 
Maggie Kean      5 
Agnes Kean     2 
William Kean     1 
 
Source Citation 
Parish: Saline; ED: 1; Page: 3; Line: 9; Roll: 
CSSCT1901_146 

PTE. GEO. KEAN H.L.I.; 
 
 
Rank:      Private  
Service No:      43060 
 
Date of Death:     18/11/1916 - Battle of the An-
cre - last stages of the Battle of the Somme 
 
Age:       23 
 

Regiment/Service:     Highland Light Infantry    
16th Bn - Cemetery Register gives his correct 
battalion 16th H.L.I. 

Grave Reference:     C. 8. 
 
Cemetery:      FRANKFURT TRENCH 
BRITISH CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL 
 
 
Additional Information: 
    Son of John and Janet Kean, of Sandilands, 
Limekilns, Fifeshire. 



NEEDS INFORMATION ON ‐ 

 

PTE.   THOMAS ROBERTSON, HLI 
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1914 – 1918   

WEST FACE NAMES 

 

PTE.  JAS. WHITE    R.FUS. 
Age:  

Birth town:  Limekilns 

Nationality:    British 

Resided Town/County: Limekilns, Dunfermline 

Date of death:   21 April 1917  Killed in Action 

Parents:   

Rank:    Private 

Service number:  53121 

Battalion:   20th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (London Regiment) 

Place of death:   Duty location given as France and Flanders 

Commemorated:  Britain 
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James White 
 
 in the UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919 
 
Name:     James White 
Birth Place:    Limekilns 
Residence:    Limekilns, Dunfermline 
Death Date:    21 Apr 1917 
Death Place:    France and Flanders 
Enlistment Place:   Dunfermline 
Rank:     Private 
Regiment:    London Regiment 
Battalion:    20th Battalion 
Regimental Number:   53121 
Type of Casualty:   Killed in action 
Theatre of War:   Western European Theatre 
Comments:    Formerly S/2/15133, A.S.C. 
 
James White 
 
 in the UK, WWI Service Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920 
Name:     James White 
Military Year:    1914-1920 
Rank:     Private 
Medal Awarded:   British War Medal and Victory Medal 
Regiment or Corps:   Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) 
Regimental Number:   G/53121 
Previous Units:   A.S.C. S2/015133. Pte., 26/Roy. Fus., 20/Roy. Fus 
James White 
 in the British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920 
 
 
Name:     James White 
Regiment or Corps:   Army Service Corps, Royal Fusiliers 
Regimental Number:   S2/015133, S8/53121 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

 
LIEUT. JAS. HILL     R.G.A. 

Lieutenant James Hill, 16th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery  
Age:    38 

Birth town:  

Nationality:    British 

Resided County:  

Date of death:   21 October 1916 

Parents:     the late John and Amelia Hill, of York; husband of Winifred M. A. Hill, of  

    New  Cottage, Limekilns, Dunfermline, Fifeshire 

Rank:    Second Lieutenant 

Service number:  

Place of death:  

Commemorated:  Britain 
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LIEUT. JAs. HILL R.G.A. 

Second Lt James Hill 

16th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery 

Date of Death 21 October 1916 Aged 38 

Son of the late John and Amelia Hill of York; husband of Winifred M.A. Hill of New Cottage, Lime-

kilns, Dunfermline, Fifeshire 

Buried at Wimereux Communal Cemetery 

Wimereux was on the coast where the base hospitals were; probably died of wounds.  

Name  Rank 
Service 
Number 

Date of 
Death  Age 

Regiment / 
Service 

Service 
Country 

Grave / 
Memorial 
Reference 

Cemetery / 
Memorial 
Name  Docs. 

HILL, J 
Second 
Lieutenant   

21/10/191
6  38 

Royal Gar‐
rison Artil‐
lery 

United 
Kingdom  III. I. 3. 

WIMEREUX 
COMMU‐
NAL CEME‐
TERY   

Name  Rank 
Service Num‐
ber  Date of Death Age 

Regiment / 
Service 

Service Coun‐
try 

Grave / 
Memorial 
Reference 

HILL, J 
Second Lieu‐
tenant    21/10/1916  38 

Royal Garri‐
son Artillery 

United King‐
dom  III. I. 3. 

Name  Rank 
Service Num‐
ber  Date of Death  Age 

Regiment / 
Service 

Service 
Country 

Grave / 
Memorial 
Reference 

Cemetery / 
Memorial 
Name 

HILL, J 
Second 
Lieutenant    21/10/1916  38 

Royal Garri‐
son Artil‐
lery 

United 
Kingdom  III. I. 3. 

WIMEREUX 
COMMU‐
NAL CEME‐
TERY 
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Lieut. James Hill, RGA 

Country:  France 

Locality:  Pas de Calais 

Identified Casualties:  2853 

Location Information 

Wimereux is a small town situated approximately 5 kilometres north of Boulogne. 
 
From the centre of Boulogne take the A16 to Calais and exit at junction 33. Follow the D242 into Wimereux and at 
the first roundabout in town, take the third exit, continuing on the D242 and after approximately 200 yards, turn left 
into a one way road. The Cemetery lies at the end of this road. 
 
The Commonwealth War Graves are situated to the rear of the Communal Cemetery. Because of the sandy nature 
of the soil, the headstones lie flat upon the graves. 

Historical Information 

Wimereux was the headquarters of the Queen Mary's Army Auxiliary Corps during the First World War and in 1919 it 
became the General Headquarters of the British Army. 
 
From October 1914 onwards, Boulogne and Wimereux formed an important hospital centre and until June 1918, the 
medical units at Wimereux used the communal cemetery for burials, the south-eastern half having been set aside for 
Commonwealth graves, although a few burial were also made among the civilian graves. By June 1918, this half of 
the cemetery was filled, and subsequent burials from the hospitals at Wimereux were made in the new military 
cemetery at Terlincthun. 
 
During the Second World War, British Rear Headquarters moved from Boulogne to Wimereux for a few days in May 
1940, prior to the evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force from Dunkirk. Thereafter, Wimereux was in German 
hands and the German Naval Headquarters were situated on the northern side of the town. After D-Day, as Allied 
forces moved northwards, the town was shelled from Cap Griz-Nez, and was re-taken by the Canadian 1st Army on 
22 September 1944. 
 
Wimereux Communal Cemetery contains 2,847, Commonwealth burials of the First World War, two of them unidenti-
fied. Buried among them is Lt.-Col. John McCrae, author of the poem "In Flanders Fields." There are also five 
French and a plot of 170 German war graves. 
 
The cemetery also contains 14 Second World War burials, six of them unidentified. 
 
The Commonwealth section was designed by Charles Holden. 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

 
BOMBR.   DONALD DUNLOP   ... 

Age:  

Birth town:   Dunfermline, Fife 

Nationality:   

Resided Town/County: Dunfermline  

Date of death:    1 May 1917  Died of Wounds 

Parents:      

Rank:     Gunner 

Battalion:    Highland (Fife) Battery   

Service number:   306345  

Place of death:    Duty location given as France and Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 
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BOMBr.    DONALD DUNLOP    R.G.A. 

 

Rank:      Gunner 

 

Service No:      306345 

 

Date of Death:     01/05/1917 

 

Regiment/Service:     Royal Garrison Artillery    Highland (Fife) Bty.  

 

Grave Reference:     II. J. 53. 

Cemetery:  AUBIGNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

Additional Information: 

 

1901 Census 

 

Name:   Donald McRay Dunlop 

Age:     9 

Estimated Birth Year:  abt 1892 

Relationship:   Son (Child) 

Father's name:   Henery Dunlop 

Mother's name:   Charlotte C C K Dunlop 

Gender:    Male 

Where born:   Finstown, Orkney 

Registration Number:  424 

Registration district:  Dunfermline 

Civil Parish:    Dunfermline 

County:    Fife 

Address:    Wellheads 

Occupation:    Scholar 

ED:     29 

Household schedule number:  108 

LINE:     23 

Roll:    CSSCT1901_136 

 

Household Members:   

Name      Age 

Henery Dunlop    47 

Charlotte C C K Dunlop   55 

Harry I Dunlop    21 

Cathrine J C Dunlop   18 

Ernest Victor Ellhistone Dunlop  11 

Donald McRay Dunlop    9 

 

 

Parish: Dunfermline; ED: 29; Page: 16; Line: 23; Roll: CSSCT1901_136 

 

 



61 

Country:   France 

Locality: Pas de Calais 

Identified Casualties:  2778 

Location Information 

Aubigny-en-Artois is a village approximately 15 Kms north-west of Arras on the road (N39) to St. Pol. 

 

From the N39 turn onto the D75 towards the village of Aubigny-en-Artois. The Cemetery lies south on a road 

leading from the centre of the village, and the Extension is behind it. 

Historical Information 

Before March, 1916, Aubigny was in the area of the French Tenth Army, and 327 French soldiers were buried 

in the Extension to the West of what is now Plot IV. From March 1916 to the Armistice, Aubigny was held by 

Commonwealth troops and burials were made in the Extension until September 1918. The 42nd Casualty 

Clearing Station buried in it during the whole period, the 30th in 1916 and 1917, the 24th and 1st Canadian in 

1917 (during the capture of Vimy Ridge by the Canadian Corps) and the 57th in 1918. 

 

The Extension now contains 2,771 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and seven from the Second 

World War. There are also 227 French burials made prior to March 1916, and 64 German war graves.  

 

The Extension was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

CH. OFCR. AND. SIMPSON    MER. MARINE 

Found an A. J. Simpson, Engineer, in Mercantile Marine Reserve, but no details 

Age:  

Birth town:  

Nationality:   

Resided County:  

Date of death:  

Parents:   

Rank:  

Service number:  

Place of death:  

Commemorated:  
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

Andrew Simpson 
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Revision Information 

Andrew Simpson 

 

 

Date Initials Summary of update 

01/02/2015    

10/04/15 D.D. Another one I am not sure about. Birth  (1893)Certificate added. Contact 
on Facebook says it is an Andrew F. Simpson, 2ndOfficer, S.S. Oldenburg, 
drowned at Leningrad 29thAugust 1914 aged 21. I can't find him on the 
CWGC website. Comments? 

10/04/15   We have the correct birth, the parent's later marriage, plus Census 1901 
added, Added a small write up. 

13/04/15 REK Added Images from FMP (TNA BT334) of Deaths at Sea –  

He is listed as Andrew Ferguson Simpson 

Ship confirmed as SS Oldenburg & DoD confirmed as 29thAug, age 27,  
but place quoted as 'Petrograd'. Place of Birth stated as Limekilns 

14/04/15 REK Re CWGC – Mercantile Mariners are commemorated at the Tower Hill 
memorial in London, but their names do not seem to appear in the CWGC 
database. Question – was he on War Duties at the time of his death? 

15/04/15 REK Added Mates Certificate, Burial &Memorial information 

24/4/2015 RDW Added headstone for George Simpson and Catherine Ferguson and notes 

Date Initials Summary of update 

01/02/2015    

10/04/15 D.D. Another one I am not sure about. Birth  (1893)Certificate added. Contact 
on Facebook says it is an Andrew F. Simpson, 2ndOfficer, S.S. Oldenburg, 
drowned at Leningrad 29thAugust 1914 aged 21. I can't find him on the 
CWGC website. Comments? 

10/04/15   We have the correct birth, the parent's later marriage, plus Census 1901 
added, Added a small write up. 

13/04/15 REK Added Images from FMP (TNA BT334) of Deaths at Sea –  

He is listed as Andrew Ferguson Simpson 

Ship confirmed as SS Oldenburg & DoD confirmed as 29thAug, age 27,  
but place quoted as 'Petrograd'. Place of Birth stated as Limekilns 

14/04/15 REK Re CWGC – Mercantile Mariners are commemorated at the Tower Hill 
memorial in London, but their names do not seem to appear in the CWGC 
database. Question – was he on War Duties at the time of his death? 

15/04/15 REK Added Mates Certificate, Burial &Memorial information 

24/4/2015 RDW Added headstone for George Simpson and Catherine Ferguson and notes 
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CH. OFFcr. AND. SIMPSON MER. MARINE.;  

ss Oldenburg We have some details about a suitable ship (there have been several Oldenburgs) 

Andrew Ferguson Simpson in the UK and Ireland, Masters and Mates Certificates, 1850-1927 

Name:     Andrew Ferguson Simpson 

Estimated Age:   20 

Birth Date:    1893 

Birth Place:    Limekilns, Fife 

Issue Date:    14 Jul 1913 

Issue Port:    Leith 

Certificate Number:   007828 

Family background 

Andrew Simpson Ferguson, as per his birth registration, was born on 11 - 5 - 1893 at Limekilns, 
the illegitimate son of Catherine Ferguson, a housekeeper. 

Six months later, Andrew Simpson Ferguson was legitimised (birth record has a register of Cor-
rected Entry) as his parents Catherine Ferguson and George M. Simpson, Merchant Seaman, mar-
ried on 2 - 11 - 1993 at Limekilns. It is presumed that George and Catherine were caught short in 
a moment of passion and George was away at sea whilst Catherine was pregnant and gave birth to 
Andrew. 

In Census 1901, she is entered as Kate Simpson, wife of a Master Mariner, and with her son An-
drew now 7 years old, they were living at Main Street, Limekilns. 

It is presumed that George Simpson was away at sea at the time of the Census. 

Catherine Ferguson was the daughter of John Ferguson, Merchant Seaman, and Amelia Muir. 
George Simpson was the son of Andrew Simpson , Merchant Seaman, and Christine Mercer 
(deceased at the time of this marriage). 

The previous page of the Census 1901 on which Catherine Ferguson and son Andrew are entered, 
there is some additional family information. 

Catherine Ferguson's mother Amelia Muir , now a widow and being 'kept by family', is living at 
Oriel House in Academy Square. Also living in Oriel House are John Ferguson and Amelia Fer-
guson, Catherine's siblings. 

The same Census page also shows a family called Mercer with Helen Mercer, widow, as the head, 
and various sons and daughters. Helen Mercer, living on means, has 7 children at home, four of 
whom are scholars. Needs investigated to see the Mercer connection  
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P2 also shows a White family - are these the ones we are also interested in??? 

Catherine Ferguson died on 7 - 4 - 1933, aged 63, and is buried at Rosyth Churchyard. Her 
headstone, shown later, also commemorated her son Andrew F Simpson who, aged 21, 
drowned on 28 - 8 - 1914 at Leningrad where he is interred. It also commemorates another 
son John who died in infancy. 

George Mercer Simpson died on 24 - 9 - 1951, aged 84, and is buried at Douglas Bank 
Cemetery.  His headstone, shown later, includes details of wife, Catherine Ferguson. 

Simpson Andrew Ferguson's Death & Burial 

details extracted from Board of Trade and other Documents relating to his death in 1914 
Age:    21 
Birthplace:   Limekilns, Fife 
Rank:   2nd Mate 007828 
Vessel:    Oldenburg #129391 of Leith 
Died:    29th August 1914 
Location:   Petrograd / Timber Harbour St Petersburg 
Cause:   Drowning 
Buried:   
Location:   
Last Place of Abode: 3 Cambridge Gardens, Leith 
 Andrew Ferguson Simpson 
 in the Great Britain, Select Deaths and Burials, 1778-1988 
Name:    Andrew Ferguson Simpson 
Gender:    Male 
Age:     21 
Birth Date:   1893 
Death Date:   16 Aug 1914 
Death Place:   St. Petersburg, Russia 
FHL Film Number:  1494322 
Reference ID:   page 7, no 32 
Andrew F Simpson in the UK and Ireland, Find A Grave Index,  
Name:    Andrew F Simpson 
Death Date:   Aug 1914 
Cemetery:    Rosyth Old Churchyard 
Burial or Cremation Place:  Rosyth, Fife, Scotland [Gravestone says interred at Leningrad] 
Has Bio?:    N 
Father:    George Mercer Simpson 
Mother:    Catherine Ferguson 
URL:     http://www.findagrave.com/   

Birth 1893 - Andrew Simpson Ferguson 



68 



69 

1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

CH. ENG. DAVID WILSON    .. 

Found a David Wilson, mate, Mercantile Marine Reserve but no details other than Service 

number 

Age:  

Birth town:  

Nationality:   

Resided County:  

Date of death:   possibly 1918 

Parents:   

Rank:    Mate 

Service number:  974197 

Place of death:  

Commemorated:  
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

David Wilson 
 
 in the UK, Commonwealth War Graves, 1914-1921 and 1939-1947 
 
 
Name:    David Wilson 
Death Date:    30 Dec 1916 
Cemetery:    Mercantile Marine Mem Part VIII 
Burial Country:   England 
Regiment:    Mercantile Marines 
Ship Name:    Hummersea 
Region or Memorial:  Memorial Register 

extract from: East Cleveland Image Archive  

 “An image of Skinningrove Jetty with SS Hummersea moored up for loading, with two steam cranes in atten-
dance, either just before or just after high-tide – judging by the marks on the jetty wall. Even more rare is the 
vertical-boilered railway engine (known as ”the coffee pot”) on the left with the train of pig-iron trucks – 
we’ve never seen an image with these on before, or with a vertical-boilered railway engine.  The pig-iron 
trucks were lowered from (and raised to) the works via a rope incline down Jetty Bank – a feature still visible 
to this day. SS Hummersea looks pristine – we  wonder if this was her first trip? 

  Her last according to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission was during World War I, when it was 
believed she struck a mine and sank. Charles Hannaford advises us: ”My great uncle, Charles F Hannaford, 
was the Master of the S.S.Hummersea. The ship was lost in December 1915, probably by an enemy mine as 
my uncle died from his wounds in naval hospital, London on 30th December 1915 and listed as a casualty of 
war. As the wounds were unlikely to have been caused through the ship foundering in the bad weather and the 
submarine activity at the time was low, a mine is the most logical explanation.” 

extracts from: Great War Forum  1914-1918.invisionzone.com/ 

As . . . pointed out, Hummersea is a missing vessel.  

The CWGC and RN have been fairly generous when it comes to the crews of missing ships, with the general 
presumption apparently being that if a ship disappeared, it was likely because of war-related causes (torpedo, 
mine, etc.) even if no specific event has been linked with sinking the vessel. 

I don't know what happened to Hummersea. There's not a lot of U-boat activity at that time, so that isn't the 
answer. A mine is always possible but in my estimation the most likely cause of loss is weather. The weather 
was absolutely horrible on December 31, 1915 and January 1, 1916 and a number of other ships disappeared 
at this time: 

Hummersea, 539 grt, built 1897, Missing since sailing from Middlesbrough, 30 Dec 1915, for Caen, pig iron 

These are the men who were lost with the ship: 

BLOMQUIST, A. Nicholai Seaman MM 
BURROWS, Thomas Henry 2nd Mate MM 
DE VRIES, K.1st Mate MM 
DODDS, Peter Chief Engineer MM 
HALLSTROM, Fritz Sam MM 
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HANNAFORD, Charles F. Master MM 

JACOBSEN, John Seaman MM 

LAVERICK, Thomas R., Steward MM 

WILSON, David 2nd Engineer MM 

WILSON, Joseph Fireman MM 

[NOTE: CWGC gives the date as 30th December 1916 but wreck websites list the year as 1915] 
. . . . .It just occurred to me that as this ship was not lost due to enemy action, it may have an entry in 
the Wreck Reports held at Southampton Libraries. 
 
Here's what  Southampton Library had to say about the SS Hummersea: 

“Our file of inquiry reports do not include one on the loss of the Hummersea. She is listed in the 
Board of Trade returns in the section on missing vessels but with little more detail than you already 
have. According to this entry, she was 18 years, a steel steam ship, carrying a cargo of pig iron. The 
Hummersea was not heard of since sailing from Middlesbrough for Caen on 29 December 1915. 
12 lives were lost. Lloyd's Register of Shipping returns for 1916 also list the Hummersea's loss under 
the heading of missing vessels.” 
 
The National Archives 
Registry of  Shipping & Seamen: Agreements & Crewlists 
Reference: BT 99/3099/20 
Description:  
Ship: Hummersea; Official number: 98789. 
[note: only these three (out of 28 total) crew members have any details recorded] 
 
Henry Fryett; rank/rating, Master; age, 70; place of birth, (not stated); previous ship, (not stated). 
 
David Wilson; rank/rating, 2nd Engineer; age, 27; place of birth, Dunfermlin; previous ship, first. 
 
Charles F Hannaford; rank/rating, Master; age, 47; place of birth, Dartmouth; previous ship, (not stated). 
 
Date:  1915 
Held by:  The National Archives, Kew 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Reference: BT 110/329/17 
[note: this document has not been digitized but a copy can be purchased ] 
 
Description:   
Ship Hummersea, official number: 98789. When built: 1897. Registry closed: 1916. 
 
Date:   [1911-1920] 

Held by:  The National Archives, Kew 
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Introduction and Assumptions 

 
The Limekilns War Memorial inscription is:-  

Ch. Eng David Wilson Merchant Marine 

and with no other information, and such a common name for birth marriage and death records, it was initially very difficult to 
locate the desired person. 

The only Merchant Navy Engineer David Wilson listed by the Commonwealth War Graves states:- 

In Memory of 

Second Engineer 

David Wilson 

"Hummersea" (Middlesborough) Mercantile Marine who died 30th December 1916 

There is a almost no information concerning the fate of the Hummersea. From information posted online, as shown later, it is 
believed that the ship sailed from Middlesborough bound for Caen, and was probably sunk after striking a mine. During 
WWI, from the time of the first action when German surface ships shelled Scarborough and Whitby, the Germans placed 
hundreds of mines in several locations off the east coast of England, and as a result numerous ships were lost in these waters. 

There is a strange report that the Captain of the Hummersea died of his wounds in a London hospital, and the date referenced 
is 1915, a year different from that used by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Somehow they knew this man was 
the captain of the Hummersea, yet no other information concerning its fate or location. 

However, using an assumed age range for an expected chief engineer, and analysing many Census entries, the range was re-
duced, and then a likely candidate was found who had been born in Limekilns. By researching this Wilson family, we have a 
family history and profile which, although at this time is circumstantial, we believe that we have located the correct David 
Wilson. 

Whilst we have no sure link that the Hummersea engineer is our targeted David Wilson, the following data makes it a very 
high probability. 

David Wilson, born 11 - 4 - 1888 in Limekilns, is the son of William Wilson who at the time of his own marriage in 1881 
was an "engineer onboard ship". Thus David being the eldest son is quite likely to following in his father's footsteps. Father 
William Wislson continued to work as an engineering fitter albeit not at sea. 

At the time of Census 1911, when he would be 22 years old, David is not listed under Limekilns, but his parents and twin 
brother James, a joiner, are still living at Halkettshall, Limekilns. David is assumed to be at sea at the time. Other Census 
investigations for David Wilson were inconclusive. 

By 30 - 12 - 1916, as recorded by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission for the loss of the Hummersea, David Wilson 
would be 28 years of age, and a suitable age for a second or chief engineer. 

David Wilson's parents William Wilson and Christina Bryce continued to live in Limekilns until their deaths in 1928 and 
1933 respectively, and they would have the input for his inclusion on the war memorial which was unveiled in 19??????. 

Based on the above assumptions, the following descriptions and documents have been compiled. It still needs one piece of 
evidence to prove conclusively that our David Wilson did go to sea as an engineer. 

The required evidence has since been located at the National Archives under Registry of Shipping & Seamen:- Agreements & 
Crew Lists; Reference:- BT 99/3099/20 

This information is filed under the ship's official number, and includes details of only three of the 28 crew members:- 

Ship: Hummersea; Official number:- 98789. 

David Wilson; rank/rating, 2nd Engineer; age, 27; 

Place of birth, Dunfermline; previous ship, first. 

 

This has David Wislon, with the correct age and place of birth, so we can now conclude we have located the correct man and 
his fate. 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

SGT.  A. LAW   M.M.    CAN. INFY. 

Age:    29    

(DOB circa 1889) 

Birth town:  

Nationality:    Canadian 

Resided County:  

Date of death:   25 October 1918 

Parents/NOK:    Husband of Jessie Law, of Main St., Limekilns, Dunfermline Fife, Scotland. 

Rank:    Listed as Private 

Service number:  161143  

Place of death: 

Battalion:   102nd Battalion, Central Ontario Regiment, Canadian Infantry  

Commemorated:   Canada 

Gallantry Awards:  Military Medal and Bar 



1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

Following copied from The Scottish War Memorials Project 

http://warmemscot.s4.bizhat.com/warmemscot-ftopic2791-0-asc-15.html 

Sgt A. LAW, MM and bar, Canadian Infantry  

Military Medal.  

London Gazette, 30172, 9 July 1917.  

"For gallantry on April 9th 1917 in Beggar trench in organising and holding the trench under heavy 

machine guns and sniping fire. He displayed great courage and initiative"  

Bar to Military Medal.  

London Gazette, 30243, 21 August 1917.  

"For conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty on the 10th June 1917, South West of Lens near Cite 

des Garennes".  

Archibald LAW died at No. 57 Casualty Clearing Station, B.E.F on 25th of October 1918 from 

1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 
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QUEANT ROAD CEMETERY, BUISSY – Sgt A. LAW  -  Grave reference: 1. A. 23. 

Country:   France 

Locality:   Pas de Calais 

Identified Casualties: 936 

Location Information 
Buissy is a village about 2 kilometres south of the main Arras to Cambrai road (D939) and about 25 kilometres from 
Arras. 
 
Queant Road Cemetery is situated on the north side of the D14 road that leads from the village towards Queant, 
about 3 kilometres from Buissy. 

Visiting Information 

Wheelchair access to this site is possible, but may be by alternative entrance. For further information regarding 
wheelchair access, please contact our Enquiries Section on 01628 507200. 

Historical Information 

Buissy was reached by the Third Army on 2 September 1918, after the storming of the Drocourt-Queant line, and it 
was evacuated by the Germans on the following day.  
 
Queant Cemetery was made by the 2nd and 57th Casualty Clearing Stations in October and November 1918. It then 
consisted of 71 graves (now Plot I, Rows A and B), but was greatly enlarged after the Armistice when 2200 graves 
were brought in from the battlefields of 1917-1918 between Arras and Bapaume, and from the following smaller bur-
ial grounds in the area:- 
 
BARALLE COMMUNAL CEMETERY BRITISH EXTENSION, which was made in September 1918, contained the 
graves of 25 soldiers from the United Kingdom; and the GERMAN EXTENSION, from which two graves were 
brought. 
 
CAGNICOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY, contained the grave of one soldier from the United Kingdom who fell in 
September 1918. 
 
LAGNICOURT (6th JAEGER REGIMENT) GERMAN CEMETERY, East of the village, contained 137 German graves 
and one British. 
 
NOREUIL BRITISH CEMETERIES No.1 and No.2. These were close together, about 400 metres North of Noreuil 
village. They were made in April-August 1917, and they contained the graves of 50 soldiers from Australia and 16 
from the United Kingdom (some of these were re-buried in H.A.C. Cemetery, Ecoust-St. Mein). 
 
NOREUIL GERMAN CEMETERY No.1, next to Noreuil Australian Cemetery, contained 78 German graves and ten 
British. 
 
PRONVILLE GERMAN CEMETERY "near the Cave", on the Western outskirts of Pronville, contained 17 British 
graves. 
 
PRONVILLE GERMAN CEMETERY No.4, South of Pronville on the road to Beaumetz, contained 83 German and 83 
British graves (52 of the British being those of soldiers of the Black Watch). 
 
PROVILLE CHURCHYARD, contained two British graves. 
 
There are now 2,377 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 
1,441 of the burials are unidentified, but there are special memorials to 56 casualties known or believed to be buried 
among them. Other special memorials commemorate 26 casualties buried in German cemeteries in the neighbour-
hood, whose graves could not be found on concentration.  
 
The cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 



79 

1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

L-SGT. ROBT. McLAREN   R.S. 

Age:    40   (DOB circa 1877) 

Birth town:  

Nationality:    British 

Resided Town/County: Edinburgh, Midlothian  

Date of death:   23 April 1917 

Parents:     Robert and Janet McLaren, of Limekilns, Fifeshire. 

Rank:    Lance Sergeant 

Service number:  351129 

Battalion:   9th Battalion, Royal Scots 

Place of death:   Duty location given as France and Flanders  -  Killed in Action 

Commemorated:  Britain 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

L-SGT. ROBt. McLAREN R.S.  
Rank:      Lance Sergeant 
 
Service No:      351129 
 
Date of Death:     23/04/1917 
 
Age:       40 
 

Regiment/Service:     Royal Scots    9th Bn.  

Grave Reference:     I. B. 15. 
Cemetery:      LEVEL CROSSING CEMETERY, FAMPOUX 
Additional Information: 
    Son of Robert and Janet McLaren, of Limekilns, Fifeshire 

[Robert (Master Mariner) & Janet living Halkettshall 1901 census] 

Royal Scots - 9th Battalion - This was the 9th (Highlanders) Battalion of the Royal Scots = Territori-
als, who wore the kilt - the significance being that the Royal Scots was a Lowland Regiment, non-
kilted regiment. 
LEVEL CROSSING CEMETERY, FAMPOUX 
Country:   France 

Locality:   Pas de Calais 

Identified Casualties: 376 

Location Information 
Fampoux is a village 8 kilometres east of Arras on the D42. Level Crossing Cemetery is on the southern side 
of the village. 

Visiting Information 
Wheelchair access to this cemetery is possible, but may be by an alternative entrance. For further information 
regarding wheelchair access, please contact our Enquiries Section on 01628 507200. 

Historical Information 
Fampoux village was taken by the 4th Division (passing through the 9th (Scottish) Division) on 9 
April 1917. It remained close behind the Allied front line, but part of it was lost on 28 March 1918 
during the German advance. The village was cleared by the 51st (Highland) Division on 26 August 
1918. 
 
The cemetery was begun in June 1917 when a numbers of graves of April and May were brought in from the 
battlefield It was used until March 1918 and two further burials were made in October 1918. In addition to the 
9th and 51st Division, the 15th (Scottish) Division fought in the area, and over half the graves are those of sol-
diers of Scottish regiments. 
 
Level Crossing Cemetery contains 405 burials and commemorations of the First World War. 29 of the burials 
are unidentified and a special memorial commemorates one casualty believed to be buried in this cemetery.  
 
The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. 
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Robert McLaren 
 

Born in Limekilns of 15th August 1878, the son of Robert McLaren, a ship's captain who is buried in the old 
cemetery at Limekilns, and Janet Wilson. 

Janet Wilson was the second wife of Robert McLaren. Robert had two sisters, Mary (born c1876) and Isabella 
(born c1872). 

Robert McLaren is described in the Census 1891 as a 'scholar' but he didn't appear again in the local census, either 
because he had moved from the area or perhaps he followed his father's occupation and was at sea at the time . 
Either way we have no knowledge of what occupation he followed after school. 

We do know that he was pre-deceased by sister Isabella who died aged 29 on 27th December 1901; his father who 
died 20th MArch 1904; and his mother who died on 25th February 1913. 

The whereabouts of his sister Mary after Census 1891 is unknown, so she may be deceased of has left the area, or 
married. 

Robert McLAren joined the Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) 9th Battalion and rose to the position of Lance-
Sergeant. He was killed in action on 23rd April 1917. 

Fampoux village in the Pas de Calais, France, was taken on 9th April 1917. It remained behind allied lines after 
that. He is buried in the Level Crossing Cemetery at Fampoux (grave no: I.B.15). The cemetery was begun in June 
1917 when a number of graves of April and May were brought in from the battlefield. 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

L-CPL. JAS. WOOD    . . 

Age:    Not given 

Birth town:   Limekilns, Dunfermline, Fifeshire 

Nationality:    British 

Resided Town/County: Charlestown, Fife  

Date of death:   5 July 1916  -  Killed in Action 

Parents:   

Rank:    Lance Corporal 

Service number:  29379 

Place of death:   Duty Location given as France and Flanders 

Battalion:   11th Battalion, Royal Scots 

Commemorated:   France 



84 

1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

 

James Wood 
 in the UK, Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929    
Name:     James Wood 
Gender:    Male 
Death Date:    5 Jul 1916 
Rank:     Lance Corporal 
Regiment:    The Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) 
Regimental Number:   29379 
James Wood 
 in the UK, WWI Service Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920  
 
Name:     James Wood 
Military Year:    1914-1920 
Rank:     Lance Corporal 
Medal Awarded:   British War Medal and Victory Medal 
Regiment or Corps:   The Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) 
Regimental Number:   29379 
Previous Units:   11th. R. Scots. 29379. Pte. 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

PTE.  JAS. CANT     . . 

James Grindley Cant 

Age:     Not given 

Birth town:   Limekilns, Dunfermline 

Nationality:     British 

Resided Town/County:  Edinburgh, Midlothian  

Date of death:    31 May 1917   Killed in Action 

Parents:   

Rank:     Private 

Service number:   38156 

Battalion:    17th Battalion, Royal Scots  

Place of death:    Duty location given as France and Flanders 

Commemorated:   Britain 
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CEMETERY DETAILS 

http://www.cwgc.org/find‐a‐cemetery/cemetery/24405/HEUDICOURT%20COMMUNAL%20CEMETERY%
20EXTENSION 

HISTORY 

Country:  France 

Locality: Somme 

Identified Casualties: 85 

Location Information 

Heudicourt is a village in the north‐western corner of the Department of the Somme, 13 kilometres north‐east of 
Peronne and 17 kilometres south‐west of Cambrai. 

Heudicourt Communal Cemetery Extension will be found at the bottom of a farm track behind the Communal 
Cemetery, which is signposted at the crossroads of the D58 and D181 and again on the D181 as you approach the 
village centre. 

Historical Information 

Heudicourt was captured by the British in March 1917; it remained in our hands until March 1918; and it was re‐
taken in September 1918. 

Heudicourt Communal Cemetery Extension was begun at the end of March 1917 and used by fighting units until 
March 1918. 

There are now over 80,  1914‐18 war casualties commemorated in this site. 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/24405/HEUDICOURT%20COMMUNAL%20CEMETERY%20EXTENSION�
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/24405/HEUDICOURT%20COMMUNAL%20CEMETERY%20EXTENSION�
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/24405/HEUDICOURT%20COMMUNAL%20CEMETERY%20EXTENSION�
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/24405/HEUDICOURT%20COMMUNAL%20CEMETERY%20EXTENSION�
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1901 Census 
 
Name:    James Cant 
Age:     21 
Estimated birth year:  abt 1880 
Relationship:   Son 
Father's name:   William Cant 
Mother's name:   Helen Cant 
Gender:    Male 
Where born:    Limekilns, fifeshire 
Registration Number: 424 
Registration district:  Dunfermline 
Civil Parish:    Dunfermline 
County:    Fife 
Address:    Sandilands 
Occupation:    Mason 
ED:     29 
Household schedule number: 85 
LINE:     4 
Roll:     CSSCT1901_136 
Household Members:   
Name     Age 
William Cant    52 
Helen Cant    49 
James Cant    21 
David Cant    18 
Agnes Cant    16 
John Cant    14 
Lizzie Cant    13 
Nellie Cant    10 
Source Citation 
 
Parish: Dunfermline; ED: 29; Page: 13; Line: 4; Roll: CSSCT1901_136 

QUERY - Family in Census, corresponds with 
the Register of Soldier's Effects and the pay-
outs to the family, Service Docs are consis-
tent. He is James Grindley Cant in Service 
docs - but birth certificate has no Grindley - 
Do we have the right birth? 
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1914 – 1918   

EAST FACE NAMES 

CH. ENG. Js. T. SIMPSON    MER. MARINE 

Found a James Simpson, mate, Mercantile Marine Reserve, Service number 975805  - a chief engineer! 

Found a Jas. T. Simpson, under maritime deaths, died January 1915, recorded as BT334 in Registers and Indexes 

of Births, Marriages and Deaths of Passengers and Seamen at Sea.  Box 0064 

Age:  

Birth town:  

Nationality:   

Resided County:  

Date of death:  

Parents:   

Rank:  

Service number:  

Place of death:  

Commemorated:  



Simpson J 

13/04/15 

REK 

Added images of Deaths at Sea from TNA BT334 &Burial at Sewri, Bombay 

Vessel is 'City of Calcutta' 

Named as James Thompson Simpson d 1915 age 27 (bc1887) 

14/04/15 

REK 

Re CWGC – Mercantile Mariners are commemorated at the Tower Hill memorial in London, but their names 
do not seem to appear in the CWGC database. Question – was he on War Duties at the time of his death? 

Also see CWGC article on  Sewri Cemetery in 'Docs'folder 

26/4/15 

RDW 

Although the CWGC looks after Tower Hill for the Merchant Marine, they do not have war graves for mer‐
chant seamen unless that seaman was killed in action. Royal Navy personnel who were in the service during 
1914 ‐ 1918 and died of any cause are given a war grave, hence Admiral Hamilton having a war grave despite 
dying from heart disease. So James Thomson Simpson who died of enteric fever ‐ even if the ship was com‐
mandeered by the MoD ‐ would not get a war grave database listing as not killed in action. 
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L.CPL.  RICHARD BARBOUR   SCOTS GUARDS 

Age: 33  

Birth town: Dunfermline  

Nationality:  British  

Resided County: East Lothian    

Date of death: 1 August 1944  

Parents:  Alexander and Gertrude Barber; husband of Jean Wilson Barber, of Dunfermline 

Rank: Lance Corporal  

Service number: 2699280  

Place of death: Western Europe Campaign, 1944/45 

Commemorated:  Britain 

1939—1945 

SOUTH FACE 
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Barbour, Richard or Barber, Richard 

 
L.CPL. RICHARD BARBOUR SCOTS GUARDS; not found on cwgc 
 
**27/03/2015  Found Richard Barbour L/Cpl Scots Guards - Surname Spelling???? 
d 1 - 8 - 1944 
Service No 2699280 - can't find any grave details 
Son of Alexander and Gertrude Barber, husband of Jean Wilson Barber, Dunfermline 
 
 Richard Barber 
 
 in the UK, Army Roll of Honour, 1939-1945 
 
Name:    Richard Barber 

Given Initials:   R 

Rank:    Lance Corporal 

Death Date:   1 Aug 1944 

Number:    2699280 

Birth Place:   Dunfermline 

Residence:    East Lothian 

Branch at Enlistment:  Foot Guards 

Theatre of War:   Western Europe Campaign, 1944/45 

Regiment at Death:  Scots Guards 

Branch at Death:   Foot Guards 
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CPL.  JOHN DUFF     A. & S.H. 

Age: 43 

Birth town: 

Nationality:  British 

Date of death:  13 January 1942 

Rank:  Corporal 

Parents:  John and Agnes Duff 

Service Number:  2975231 

Battalion:  2nd Battalion 

Commemorated:  Britain 

1939—1945 

SOUTH FACE 



Further information on the 2nd Argylls in Malaya 

The following information was given to me by Sandy Blackett, who works for the Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders Mu-
seum in Stirling Castle: 

The 2nd Battalion Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders was a regular battalion. They fought in the withdrawal through Ma-
laya to Singapore and in the fighting there. Incidentally, that battalion was one of the few Allied units to offer real resistance 
to the Japanese. The commanding officer, unlike the majority of commanders then in Singapore, had appreciated that the 
Japanese were likely to advance on Singapore by land from the north, rather than following a sea landing on Singapore Is-
land. He trained his battalion to operate in jungle. Consequently, that battalion formed 12th Indian Brigade's rear guard 
throughout the withdrawal, forcing the Japanese repeatedly to deploy to attack recently vacated Argyll positions upon which 
he called artillery fire timed for effect as the Japanese achieved each objective. 
 
I do not know what specifically the battalion was doing on 12 January 1942, but, according to a book I hold (Why Singapore 
Fell by Lt Gen Gordon Bennett, commander of the Australian Imperial Force in Malaya), at that stage of the withdrawal, the 
12th Indian Brigade was in the area of Kuala Lumpur - Port Dickson. Bennett's book, naturally, concentrates on the Austra-
lian part in the operation, and, although repeatedly most favourably mentioning the Argylls, it does not focus on the detail of 
their part. He reports that by the time they reached Singapore 'the battalion of The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, 800 
to 900 strong at the outset, could muster little more than 100 men when the island was reached.' 
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Service Information 

CPL. JOHN DUFF A.& S.H.; 
Rank:      Corporal 
Service No:      2975231 

Date of Death:     13/01/1942 - Japanese Offensive in Malaya culminating in the fall of    
   Singapore 15 February 1942 
Age:      43 
Regiment/Service:     Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders    2nd Bn.  
Grave Reference:   1. E. 8. 
 
Cemetery:       TAIPING WAR CEMETERY 

Additional Information:       Son of John and Agnes Duff. 
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L.N.A.  RONALD  W. J.  DUFF   R.N. 

Age:  19 

Birth town: 

Nationality:  British 

Date of death:  1 March 1943 

Rank:  Leading Airman 

Parents:  Ronald Thomas Hilliard Duff and Margery Gordon Duff, of North Queensferry 

Service Number:  FX91971 

Service:  Royal Navy 

Ship:  HMS Daedalus 

Commemorated:  Britain 

1939—1945 

SOUTH FACE 



Service Information 

L.N.A. RONALD W.J. DUFF R.N.; 
 
Rank:      Leading Airman 
Service No:      FX91971 
Date of Death:     01/03/1943 
Age:       19 
Regiment/Service:     Royal Navy    H.M.S. Daedalus  
Grave Reference:     Grave 112. 
 
Cemetery:      DUNFERMLINE (DOUGLAS BANK) CEMETERY 

Additional Information: 
    Son of Ronald Thomas Hilliard Duff and Margery Gordon Duff, of North Queensferry.  
 
*NB R W J Duff is also included on the North Queensferry War Memorial - shown later 
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P.O.  ALBERT C. J. FALKENSTEIN  R.A.F.   

Albert Cyril  John 

Age:  22 

Birth town: 

Nationality:  British 

Date of death:  29 March 1945 

Rank:  Pilot Officer 

Parents:  Albert Oscar Walter and Evelyn Gertrude Falkenstein, of Broomhall, Fife 

Service Number:  195472 

Service:  Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

Rank (2nd):  Air Gunner 

Squadron:  356 

Commemorated:  Britain 

(356 Squadron, South East Asia Command, formed January 1944 at Salbani, India, flying Liberators on bombing 

and mining ops, moved to Cocos Island, July 1945, disbanded November 1945) 

1939—1945 

SOUTH FACE 
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Revision Information 

 

Service Information 

P.O. ALBERT C.J. FALKENSTEIN R.A.F.; 
Rank:      Pilot Officer 
Trade:      Air Gnr. 
Service No:     195472 
Date of Death:   29/03/1945 
Age:       22 
Regiment/Service:     Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve    356 Sqdn.  
Grave Reference:     11. A. 18. 
Cemetery:      TAUKKYAN WAR CEMETERY 

Additional Information: 

    Son of Albert Oscar Walter and Evelyn Gertrude Falkenstein, of Broomhall, Fife 

Date Initials Summary of update 

11/05/15 D.D. Albert's brother apparently had the barber shop along from the store in Limekilns. 
This information came from John  Robertson. He thinks the family stayed on the 
Broomhall estate somewhere. 

Date Initials Summary of update 

11/05/15 D.D. Albert's brother apparently had the barber shop along from the store in Limekilns. 
This information came from John  Robertson. He thinks the family stayed on the 
Broomhall estate somewhere. 
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PTE.  ALEXANDER HUNTER   H.L.I. 

Age:  33 

Birth town: 

Nationality:  British 

Date of death:  6 August 1944 

Rank:  Private 

Information:   

Service Number:  3315443 

Service:  British Army 

Rank: Private 

Regiment:  Highland Light Infantry (City of Glasgow Regiment) 

Battalion:  2nd Battalion 

Commemorated:  France 

1939—1945 

SOUTH FACE 



Service Information 

PTE. ALEXANDER HUNTER H.L.I.; 
Rank:       Private 
Service No:      3315443 
Date of Death:      06/08/1944 - Battle of Normandy 
Age:       33 
Regiment/Service:     Highland Light Infantry (City of Glasgow Regiment)    10th Bn.  
Grave Reference:     XX. D. 1. 
Cemetery:      BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY 
Additional Information: 
 in the UK, Army Roll of Honour, 1939-1945 
Name:    Alexander Hunter 
Given Initials:   A 
Rank:    Private 
Death Date:    6 Aug 1944 
Number:    3315443 
Birth Place:    Stirlingshire 
Residence:    Glasgow 
Branch at Enlistment:  Infantry 
Theatre of War:   Western Europe Campaign, 1944/45 
Regiment at Death:  Highland Light Infantry (City of Glasgow Regiment) 
Branch at Death:   Infantry 

findagrave.com 
Name:    Pvt Alexander Hunter 
Death Date:    6 Aug 1944 
Cemetery:    Bayeux War Cemetery 
Burial or Cremation Place:  Bayeux, Departement du Calvados, Basse-Normandie, France 
Has Bio?:    N 
Birth:    unknown 
Plot:     XX. D. 1.  
Note: Private, Highland Light Infantry (City of Glasgow Regiment). Age: 33.   
Created by:    CWGC/ABMC  
Record added:   Aug 06, 2010 

Find A Grave Memorial#          56275435 
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SAPPER HENRY LOTHIAN    R.E. 

Age:  31 

Birth town:  Dumfries 

Resided town:  Dunfermline 

Nationality:  British 

Date of death:  26 April 1942 

Information:  Husband of Isabella Lothian, of Dunfermline 

Service Number:  2129774 

Service:  British Army 

Rank: Sapper 

Regiment:  Royal Engineers 

Battalion:  7 Bomb Disposal Coy. 

Place of death:  United Kingdom  

Commemorated:  Britain 

1939—1945 

SOUTH FACE 



Service Information 

SAPPER HENRY LOTHIAN R.E.; 
Rank:       Sapper 
Service No:      2128774 
Date of Death:      26/04/1942 
Age:       31 
Regiment/Service:     Royal Engineers    7 Bomb Disposal Coy.  
Grave Reference:     Grave 263. 
Cemetery:      DUNFERMLINE (DOUGLAS BANK) CEMETERY 

Additional Information: 
    Husband of Isabella Lothian, of Dunfermline.  
 Henry Lothian 
 in the UK, Army Roll of Honour, 1939-1945 
Name:    Henry Lothian 
Given Initials:   H 
Rank:    Sapper 
Death Date:    26 Apr 1942 
Number:    2128774 
Birth Place:    Dunfermline 
Residence:    Dunfermline 
Branch at Enlistment:  Other Corps 
Theatre of War:   United Kingdom 
Regiment at Death:  Royal Engineers 
Branch at Death:   Other Corps 

102 



103 

BDR.  PETER McDOUGALL   R.A. 

Age:      27 

Birth town:   

Nationality:     British 

Date of death:     30 July 1944 

Information:  Parents –  Daniel and Elizabeth McDougall, of Limekilns, Fife 

Service Number:    1527887 

Service:  British Army 

Rank:      Bombardier 

Regiment:     Royal Artillery 

Regiment 2:     Commando 

Battalion 2:     and No. 2 

Place of death:     United Kingdom 

Commemorated:    Britain 

1939—1945 

SOUTH FACE 



Revision Information 

Date Initials Summary of update 

01/02/2015    

10/04/15 D.D. Birth (1917) and Service Return added. 

11/05/15 D.D. Peter was the eldest of the family. They lived in Upper Wellheads  

according to John and Margaret Robertson. 

Date Initials Summary of update 

01/02/2015    

10/04/15 D.D. Birth (1917) and Service Return added. 

11/05/15 D.D. Peter was the eldest of the family. They lived in Upper Wellheads  

according to John and Margaret Robertson. 
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Service Information 

BDR. PETER McDOUGALL R.A. not found on cwgc 

**27/3/2015 Found 

Service Number 1527887 

d 30 - 7 - 1944 

no paperwork ref grave 

Son of Daniel and Elizabeth McDougall of Limekilns, Fife 
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